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IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (currently amended) A method for effecting a 
transaction between a person and a provider over a network, said 
method comprising : 

establishing a communication link over said network 
between a communication device and said provider; 

acquiring, at said communication device, a — credit — card 
number aooociatod v/ith — oaid at least one selection provided 
by the person — and — pcrDonal — information — pertaining — fe^ — oaid 

pcroon, oaid — credit — card — number — being — fehe — sole — account 

identification number acquired to — complete — said transaction 
and — being — acquired — without — reading — eufe — fehe — credit — card 
number — from — a — storage — area — — a — card — aoaociated — with — fehe 
credit card number ; 

transmitting, from said communication device to said 
provider, the at least one selection; 

receiving, at said communication device from said 
provider, an order form for carrying out a transaction 
based on the at least one selection; 

generating, using a biometric device and ift 

association with — said acquiring — — oaid — credit — card number 

and oaid — peroonal information , a unique identification 

trait associated with oaid the person; 

comparing, at said biometric device, said the 

generated unique identification trait to a previouoly 
otorcd plurality of unique identification traits stored in 
a database aooociated with said peroon ; and 

if the generated unique identification trait 
substantially matches one of the plurality of stored unique 
identification traits , 

retrieving, from the database, a credit card 

number and personal information stored in association 

with the substantially matching one of the plurality 
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of stored unique identification traits, the credit 
card number and the personal information being 
associated with the person, 

completing, at said communication device, the 
received order form using the retrieved credit card 
number and the retrieved personal information, and 

transmitting^ to the provider from said 

communication device_j_ automatically ift — rcaponaG fee 

oaid biomctric — dov icQ — d otor mining — t ha t — o aid — goncratod 
unique — identification trait — oubotantially matchco — oaid 
otorod — unique — identification — trait, — over — oaid network 
— oaid — provider, — each of — oaid — credit — card — number, 

oaid — pcroonal information — ncGdcd — fee — complete — oaid 

tranoaction, — the completed form and a verification 
oignal code indicating that oaid the generated unique 
identification trait and oaid the one of the plurality 
of stored unique identification traits substantially 
matc h to enable the provider to verify the credit card 
number and the personal information contained in the 
completed form, verify the verification code, and 
carry out the transaction if the verifications are 
successful . 

2. (previously presented) A method as in claim 1, 
wherein 

said communication device is selected from the group 
consisting of a wireless communication device and a wired 
communication device, 

said wireless communication device being further 
selected from the group consisting of a PDA, a cell phone, 
a satellite broadcasting receiver terminal, and a portable 
computer, and 

said wired communication device being further selected 
from the group consisting of a personal computer, a server 
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computer, a point-of-sale terminal, an automatic teller 
machine (ATM) , a cable receiver terminal, and a landline 
telephone . 

3. - 7. (cancelled) 

8. (currently amended) A method for effecting a 
transaction between a person using a communication device and a 
provider over a network, said method comprising: 

storing, in a database, arfe — loaot — ene — a plurality of 
files Gomprioing — respectively associated with a plurality 
of unique identification traits such that a given one of 
the plurality of files includes the unique identification 
trait associated with a particular one of a plurality of 
persons , a credit card number associated with oaid — the 
particular one of the plurality of p ersons, and personal 
information pertaining to said — the particular one of the 
plurality of p ersons- — oaid — credit — card — number — being — the 
aolc — account — identification number — otored — fee — complotc — oaid 
tranoaction ; 

aoQociating oaid file with a otored unique 

identification trait aooociatcd with oaid pcroon; 

establishing a communication link over said network 
between ar- said communication device and said provider; 

acquiring, at said communication device, at least one 
selection provided by the person using said communication 
device; 

transmitting, from said communication device to said 
provider, the at least one selection; 

receiving, at said communication device from said 
provider, an order form for carrying out a transaction 
based on the at least one selection; 

generating, using a biometric device, a further unique 
identification trait associated with oaid the p erson using 
said communication device ; 
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comparing, at said biometric device, oaid the 

generated unique identification trait to oaid — otorcd — the 
plurality of u nique identification trait s stored in the 
database ; and 

if the generated unique identification trait 
substantially matches one of the plurality of stored unique 
identification traits , 

retrieving, from the database, the credit card 
number and the personal information stored in the file 
associated with the substantially matching one of the 
plurality of stored unique identification traits, 

completing, at said communication device, the 
received order form using the retrieved credit card 
number and the retrieved personal information, and 

transmitting_^ to the provider from said 
communication device_^ automatically — ifi — rcoponoc — fee 
oaid biometric — device — determining that — oaid generated 
unique — identification trait oubotantially matchco — oaid 
otorcd unique — identification — trait, — over — oaid network 
fee — oaid — provider, — each — — oaid — credit card — number, 

oaid other information needed fee complete oaid 

tranoaction, the completed form and a verification 

oignal — code indicating that oaid the generated unique 
identification trait and oaid the one of the plurality 
of stored unique identification traits substantially 
match to enable the provider to verify the credit card 
number and the personal information contained in the 
completed form, verify the verification code, and 
carry out the transaction if the verifications are 
successful . 

9. (currently amended) A method as in claim 8, further 
comprising further associating oaid the file associated with the 
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substantially matching one of the plurality of stored unique 
identification traits with said provider . 

10. (currently amended) A method as in claim 1, wherein 
said biometric device comprises a fingerprint analyzer, and said 
generated unique identification trait and said plurality of 
stored unique identification traits each — comprioc — include data 
identifying a plurality of fingerprints. 

11. (cancelled) 

12. (currently amended) A method as in claim 1, wherein 
oaid — verification — oignal — comprioco — a — the v erification code is 
associated with paid the p erson. 

13. (cancelled) 

14. (previously presented) A method as in claim 1, 
further comprising providing at least one of a visual indication 
and an audible indication that directs said person to cause said 
biometric device to perform said generating step, 

15. - 108. (cancelled) 

109. (currently amended) A method as in claim 1, wherein 
oaid — the verification oignal — code authorizes said provider to 
complete said transaction. 

110. (currently amended) A method as in claim 8, wherein 
said transmitting step transmits oaid — the file associated with 
the substantially matching one of the plurality of stored unique 
identification traits from said database over said network to 
said provider. 

111. (currently amended) A communication device, 
comprising : 

means for establishing a communication link over a 
network with a provider; 

means for acquiring a — credit card — number — aooociatod 
with — at least one selection provided by a person — without 
reading out the credit card number from a otorage area of a 

card — aooociatod — with feiie credit card — number — a»d^ &ea? 
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acquiring — pcroonal — information — pertaining — fee — oaid — pcroon, 

aaid credit card number being fefee oole account 

identification — number — acquired — fee — complete — a — tranoaction 

between oaid peroon and oaid provider ; 

means for transmitting, to said provider, the at least 

one selections- 
means for receiving, from said provider, an order form 

for carrying out a transaction based on the at least one 

selection; 

a biometric device comprising: 

means for generating-r in — aooociation — with — oaid 
acquiring of — oaid credit card number and oaid pcroonal 
information, — a unique identification trait associated 
with oaid the p erson, and 

means for comparing oaid — the generated unique 
identification trait to a previouoly — otored plurality 
of unique identification traits stored in a 
database aooociated with oaid peroon ; and 

means for_j_ if the generated unique identification 
trait substantially matches one of the plurality of stored 
unique identification traits, retrieving from the database 
a credit card number and personal information stored in 
association with the substantially matching one of the 
plurality of stored unique identification traits, the 
credit card number and the personal information being 
associated with the person, completing the received order 
form using the retrieved credit card number and the 

retrieved personal information, and transmitting 

aut oma t ical ly in reoponoe fee oaid biometric device 

determining that — oaid generated unique — identification trait 

oubotantially — matchco oaid — otored — unique identification 

trait, — over — oaid — network — fee — oaid — provider, — each — e^ — oaid 

credit — card — number, oaid — pcroonal — information — needed — fee 
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complctG — oaid — tranaaction, — to the provider the completed 
form and a verification oignal — code indicating that oaid 
the generated unique identification trait and oaid the one 
of the plurality of stored unique identification traits 
substantially matc h to enable the provider to verify the 
credit card number and the personal information contained 
in the completed form, verify the verification code, and 
carry out the transaction if the verifications are 
successful . 

112. (previously presented) A communication device as in 
claim 111, wherein 

said communication device is selected from the group 
consisting of a wireless communication device and a wired 
communication device, 

said wireless communication device being further 
selected from the group consisting of a PDA, a cell phone, 
a satellite broadcasting receiver terminal, and a portable 
computer, and 

said wired communication device being further selected 
from the group consisting of a personal computer, a server 
computer, a point-of-sale terminal, an automatic teller 
machine (ATM) , a cable receiver terminal, and a landline 
telephone . 

113. - 115. (cancelled) 

116. (currently amended) A communication device, 

comprising : 

means for storing, in a database, €t^ — loaot — eae — ^a 
plurality of files comprioing respectively associated with 
a plurality of unique identification traits such that a 
given one of the plurality of files includes the unique 
identification trait associated with a particular one of a 
plurality of persons, a credit card number associated with 
a — the particular one of the plurality of p ersons, and 

8 



Application No.: 10/014,112 



Docket No.: SONY 3.0-020 



personal information pertaining to oaid the particular one 
of the plurality of persons-? — oaid credit card number being 
the oolc account identification number otorcd to complete a 
tranoaction between oaid peroon and a provider ; 

meano — §eaf — aooociating — oaid — file — with — a — otored — unique 
identification trait aooociatcd with oaid peroon; 

means for establishing a communication link over a 
network with said provider; 

means for acquiring, at said communication device, at 
least one selection provided by a person using said 
communication device; 

means for transmitting, to said provider, the at least 
one selection; 

means for receiving, from said provider, an order form 
for carrying out a transaction based on the at least one 
selection; 

a biometric device comprising: 

means for generating a further unique 

identification trait associated with oaid — the person 

using said communication device , and 

means for comparing oaid — the generated unique 

identification trait to oaid — otorcd — the plurality of 

unique identification trait s stored in the database ; 

and 

means for_^ if the generated unique identification 
trait substantially matches one of the plurality of stored 
unique identification traits, retrieving from the database 
the credit card number and the personal information stored 
in the file associated with the substantially matching one 
of the plurality of stored unique identification traits, 
completing the received order form using the retrieved 
credit card number and the retrieved personal information, 

and transmitting automatically ifi reoponoe fee oaid 
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biomctric — dQvicc — determining — that — oaid generated — unique 

identification trait oubotantially — matcheo oaid otored 

unique — identification — trait, over — aaid — network — fee — oaid 

provider, — each — — oaid — credit — card — number, — oaid — peroonal 
information, — to said provider the completed form and a 
verification oignal code indicating that oaid the generated 
unique identification trait and oaid — the one of the 
plurality of stored unique identification traits 
substantially match to enable the provider to verify the 
credit card number and the personal information contained 
in the completed form, verify the verification code, and 
carry out the transaction if the verifications are 
successful . 

117. (currently amended) A communication device as in 
claim 116, further comprising means for further associating oaid 
the file associated with the substantially matching one of the 
plurality of stored unique identification traits w ith said 
provider . 

118. (currently amended) A communication device as in 
claim 111, wherein said biometric device comprises a fingerprint 
analyzer, and said generated unique identification trait and 
said plurality of stored unique identification traits each 
Gomprioc include data identifying a corrcopondinq plurality of 
f ingerpr int s . 

119. (currently amended) A communication device as in 
claim 111, wherein oaid — verification — oignal — comprioeo — a — the 
verification code is associated with oaid the p erson. 

120. (previously presented) A communication device as in 
claim 111, further comprising means for providing one or both of 
a visual indication and an audible indication that directs said 
person to cause said generating means to perform said generating 
step. 
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121. (currently amended) A communication device as in 
claim 111, wherein oaid the verification oignal code authorizes 
aaid the p rovider to complete said transaction. 

122- (currently amended) A communication device as in 
claim 111/ wherein said means for transmitting transmits said 
file — from — oaid — databaoc — the substantially matching one of the 
plurality of stored unique identification traits over said 
network to said provider. 

123. (currently amended) A communication device, 

comprising : 

a network connection device operable to establish a 
communication link over a network with a provider; 

an input device operable to acquire a — credit — card 
number aaoociatcd with at least one selection provided by a 
perso n and pcroonal — information pertaining — fee — oaid pcroon, 

aaid credit card number being fefee oolc account 

identification — number — acquired — to complete — a — tranoaction 
between oaid pcroon and oaid provider ; 

said network connection device being further operable 
to transmit the at least one selection to said provider, 
and to receive from said provider an order form for 
carrying out a transaction based on the at least one 
selection; 

a biometric device operable to generate-r i« 
aooociation with — oaid acquiring — — oaid credit — card number 

and — oaid — pcroonal information, a unique identification 

trait associated with oaid the p erson and to compare oaid 
the generated unique identification trait to a prcviouoly 
otorcd p lurality of unique identification traits stored in 
a database aooociatcd with oaid pcroon ; and 

a processor operable to_j_ if the generated unique 
identification trait substantially matches one of the 
plurality of stored unique identification traits, retrieve 
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from the database a. credit card number and personal 
information stored in association with the substantially 
matching one of the plurality of stored unique 
identification traits, the credit card number and the 
personal information being associated with the person, 
complete the received order form using the retrieved credit 
card number and the retrieved personal information, and 
cause said network connection device to transmit 

automatically i« rcGponsG fee said biomctric device 

determining — that — oaid generated unique — identification — trait 
oubatantially — matcheo — aaid — stored — unique — identification 
trait, — 7 — over — oaid network — fee — oaid provider, — each — — oaid 
credit — card — number, — oaid — pcroonal — information — needed — fee 
complete — oaid — tranoaction, — to the provider the completed 
form and a verification signal indicating that oaid — the 
generated unique identification trait and oaid the one of 
the plurality of stored unique identification traits 
substantially matc h to enable the provider to verify the 
credit card number and the personal information contained 
in the completed form, verify the verification code, and 
carry out the transaction if the verifications are 
successful . 
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